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       Betsy Densmore, Managing Director
Betsy Densmore has a long history of training, mentoring and managing organizations which address pressing social and economic needs.  She is currently producing the Social Entrepreneurship Venture Challenge (http://www.SocEntChallenge.org) to increase the flow of resources to early stage ventures that are addressing community development, health, education or food system needs locally and globally. 

The SocEnt Challenge is part of the Academies for Social Entrepreneurship (ASE) (www.academies-se.org), which Densmore founded in 2009.  ASE provides training, peer learning, mentoring and seed capital funding guidance for social entrepreneurs. In her leadership role, Densmore has worked with over two hundred social enterprises, catalyzing approximately 10 million dollars in new revenue for innovative charitable ventures. Annually, one “Academy” is conducted as an Economics course at UCLA. 

Densmore is an entrepreneur herself, having founded three hospitality businesses, an insurance agency and two nonprofit organizations. She serves as a Professor at Pepperdine University’s School of Education and Psychology, where she teaches in their Social Entrepreneurship and Change Masters Program and is a frequent lecturer and workshop leader on topics related to both entrepreneurship and social entrepreneurship.

Immediately prior to launching ASE, Densmore managed an office and led programs for a global training and development organization for six years. Her prior experience also includes a decade of service as the Executive Director of a community foundation, running an energy services social enterprise, and serving as the Manager of Consumer and Community Affairs for a Fortune 500 retailer. 

Born in Massachusetts, and a veteran of 25 years in the Midwest, Densmore lives in Southern California where she is currently serving on the boards of Social Venture Partners-LA and the LA Chapter of Social Enterprise Alliance. She holds a Master’s Degree in Public Policy and Administration from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

